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Wwhat makes an entrepreneur? Is it
nature or nurture? That was the issue
taxing Unlimited last month as two
press teleases with competing theories
landed on our doormat.

The first from the Entrepreneurial
Exchange was unequivocal.
‘Entrepreneurs are made not born,’ said
its heading. It then went on to quote the
exchange chairman (who is top of
Unlimited’s Unmentionable list) as say-
ing: “While background and environ-
ment have a lot to do in igniting the
entrepreneurial spark, | believe that
entrepreneurs can indeed be made.

“Exposing youngsters to what the
possibilities are at an early age is one
way of ensuring that the next genera-
tion of Scottish entrepreneurs will be
better prepared than the last.”

This was the thinking behind the
Exchange raising a total of £466,000 —
half of which was contributed by the
Chairman - into a special education
fund. It will be spent in primary schools
teaching kids as young as five about
market research, advertising and quality
control.

However, almost the same day we
were sent information from an organisa-
tion called Mindscreen. This Edinburgh-
based research firm had analysed
prominent and successful members of
The Entrepreneurial Exchange and
found that they exhibit common behav-
iours, combined with a common hierar-
chy of attitudes, interests and motives.

For further information visit Mindscreen.co

Exchange of views

It then researched go pupils in Wester
Hailes and discovered that the behav-
ioural and attitudal characteristics of 1
of the kids matched that of the success-
ful adult entrepreneurs.

Perthaps most interesting was the
finding that the school principals inde-
pendently described these 11 students as:
“The most disruptive, challenging and
non-compliant” students within the year
group.

The research report read: These 11 stu-
dents represent 12 per cent of the stu-
dent year group. Our business birthrate
in the UK has been at best 3.3 per cent.
Can an increase in education inclusion,
and the new business birth rate be
achieved by offering an alternative edu-
cational curriculum to students identi-
fied as being entrepreneurial?”

It's an interesting question for The
Exchange. Perhaps by taking a more
focussed approach its £433,000 woul
go a lot further. !
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Unlimited’s worst fears concerning freedom of speech in Scotland’s largest city were
confirmed last month, when Glasgow City Council finally banned a taxi ad which pro-

mated the manazine
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N SOUNDBITES

The Rikki Brown round-up of what you might have
missed in the tabloids.

1. NASA is sending a male and a female
tronaut into space to discover the
ects of weightless sex. British
ientists have found a much cheaper
alternative. They are simply going to

ask David Beckham what it's like
sleeping with Victoria.

2. As more revelations surface of an
inordinate amount of gays in the British
Secret Service, John Le Carre is penning a
new 'spy novel, ‘Tinker, Tailor, Hello Sailor’.

3. Ally McCoist has announced he is
retiring from top-class football. He's
signed with Kilmamock for another
five seasons.

4. Robert de Niro is to play the role of
Doctor Harold Shipman in a movie based
oi the life of the murderer. ‘The Oid Dear
Hunter’ begins shooting this Autumn.

. The Scottish Executive has come up
ith an idea it
ays will rival
the Lottery and
create hundreds
of new
millionaires. It
wants all the
brickies to work
overtime on the
Scottish
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