Eriday April 12 2002

Elu mﬂI

NEWS 15

Hope for classroom rebels

Children who misbehave are
not bad but are potential
entrepreneurs, research is
claiming. KAREN ALLAN
examines if this is an
exception to the rule

OIR Lockhead

was |5 when

he lefi school

with, some

would say, lim-
ited prospects.

He left the institution as soon
a5 he could to be a mechanic,

Mow, several decades later, he
is the chief executive of multi-
millien - pound bus business
First, with employees all over
Scotland.

Maoir understands why or-
ganisation Mindscreen is 3o
keen to act on research it un-
dertook and launched vesterday,
in which it claims it has un
covered attitudes and he-
haviours shared in under-
achieving young adults with
some of Scotland's most i
Auwential entreprencurs.

Although he was not a “bad™
boy at school, Moir knew the
all-day cducation  system  was
nod for him.

"My experience was that I did
ot want to carry, on with
mluu] at 15 — I wanted to
work," he said. "1 started work
43 an apprentice mechanic and
tor one day and two nights a
week, | went 1o night schoal 1o
dis the thecretical stuf.

“Twould net say | did noc like
schonl, it was just | wanted 1o go
out amd work, | wanted to do
something [ enjoyed and had
reached a point where [ wanted
to do something else other than
be in schooi”

Mindscreen's research  was
conducted in MWW and since
then, its results have been de-
velopad by a spin-off venture,
TT1 Mindsceeen, into an in-
tervention - programme  which
helps disenfranchised pupils re-
connect with classroom activ-

from arttending an En-
treprencurial Spirit programme
are those who are more Likely to
be excluded from school, such
as students who are non-com-
pliant in the cdassroom envi-
ronment, and thase who are
under * performing through
learning or behavipural diffi-
culties,

The research :nutld rha! ore
than  38% of founding ‘en-
trepreneurs who left - school
carly, described school as “less
than enjoyable” and departed
with fittle in the way of formal
qualifications.

This particular finding cer-
tainly strikes a bell with Mair,

1 didn't pass my 11-plus to
get to grammar schoal, bur [ did
all right but 1 think my ex-
perience of school was relatively
short,” he said. *I would suspect
it was the right thing for a lot of
prople to do, but not for oth-
£T5,

“in our company, we have a
balance between people who did
what | did and people who did
degrees, and we work very well
together,

"l ¢an wunderstand  be-
havioural problems causing dif-
ficulty if these people are not
allowed 10 go into industry to
do the things they are good ar,
Once you find something, you
enjoy and do better than other
people,

“lts wvery difficult w0 find
something you want to do if
you've never done before, At
school, 1 biked metalwork and
doing things with my hands so
kind of had an idea | would
enjoy being a mechani

“I went on fo engineering
which | stayed with until | came
to Aberdesn i:'|E 14985, which was

('ée#i*'-

Moir Lockhead was never a "bad hoy' at school but left at 15 and went on to develop the bus company First. He heheves more links between u:huolnaml h:&lmy would motivate young peaple

behavioural patterns of en-
trepreneurs and those undee-
performing at school, and
found characteristics such  as
hierarchics of behaviour and
personal  artitudes and  values
similar to both,

HETHER there

are enough sim-

ilaritica to make
the leap that un-

imo the classroom, where they
can see the refevance of ed-
ucation o their funare fiveli-
hoods, was praised by Aberdedn
City Council educational psy-
cholegist Ewen Rennie.

°I think the success of most
youngiers with motivational or
self-esteern issues is having .1
mare aduft relationship,  and

doing the same thing, we would
act in a similar way.”

Mr Rennie, who works with
_\":H[

gstérs with  behavioural
emis  every - day,  pointed
“For a lot of youngsiers,
thclr behaviour s 3 natural
reactpon fo [I]L Circumstances
v are in and we would prob-
ably all react in the same way, if

being treated a5 an el:|’.aa1 _h;._,__,_n:;,haﬂ r-nl had a chance o
1 =

\L-l{hera o7 sogisl worke

could be created, helping with
social and economic problems
everiwhere,

However, it is not that mple.

Thiere are hundreds of reasons
why children become d]srupum
although they can be put into
three broad categories ~ short-
term, where, for example, a rel-
ative has been ill and the child's
behaviour will generally go back
1o normal after a while: those
who “di not donform to the

have physiclogical or psycho-
h:pcalﬁid}]cma
Eaglesham, Scottish Sec-
ondary Teachers’  Association
peneral sseretary, said: *I do - not
think: that behavitur is much to
do with entrepreneurial spirir, but
there may well be truth in it"
He exphained the educational
system is st up to cater for a
standard pupil, and any de-
viation from this nofin, whether
a distuptive ora mifted pupil s

1o focus on one group, although
there is capacity o do that for
some pupils. Sometimes a dis-
ruptive pupil needs only a small
change to conform, but it's find-
ing that change that can be
difficudt.

I do not see how to develop
1 system which gives the best for
budding entrepreneurs without
taking  resources away from
stmiewhere else.
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